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Add beauty to your home with pictures that have mean- 
ing as well as artistic appeal. In photo-tone, they are ready 
for immediate framing. 


Le NO 19x32 in. 50¢ 
EEO, OL” TORN MANET TIE 12x16 in. 25¢ 
Holy Christ of Ldmapias ..........:......:.:........... 16x25 in. 50¢ 
Holy Christ of Limpias ...............:............... 16x21 in. 40¢ 
pe RE REESE Se aE 14x22 in. 35¢ 
Angel Gabriel Adoring Divine Child ........ 16x20 in. 40¢ 
SE RRS cee mnnncnere 18x24 in. 40¢ 
Death of St. Joseph. .................................. 15x22 in. 35¢ 
NID I 52a hie rt ccins oetrmrid gts senna asincens 10x18 in. 20¢ 
Jesus Blessing Little Children ................. 7x10 in. 10¢ 
Pi I ato das sh ls os css en snc cncneontes 9x12 in. 15¢ 


Order From: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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“It Is Better to Light One Little Candle. . .” 


So begins an old Chinese proverb. And what better place could be 
found for lighting one than our Relic Chapel, which holds many pre- 
cious relics enshrined in niches along the walls? Now that Passiontide 
is at hand, wouldn’t you like to have a vigil light burning for your 
intentions before a particle of the True Cross or the Crown of Thorns 
or the Pillar of Scourging or that of one of the numerous saints whose 
relics we are privileged to possess (St. Joseph, St. Benedict, or St. 
Patrick for March) ? 

For an offering of 10¢, a vigil light will be burned before a relic 
of the Sacred Passion or the shrine of a saint of your choice on any 
day you wish. Kindly send such offerings to: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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The Denial of Peter 


“And the Lord turned and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered 


the word of the Lord, how He said: ‘Before a cock crows, thou wilt deny 
Me thrice. And Peter went out and wept bitterly” (Luke 22:61,62). 


For the many who daily deny Christ, no cock crows, but our ever- 
merciful Lord during the Lenten season turns on us a look of special love, 
awaiting our repentance and return to Him. 
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“He Loved Me, and Delivered Himself 
for Me!” 


he 


OLY Week with its touching and impressive ceremonies 
is near at hand. We eagerly look forward to this time 
of the year. Into it are crowded the most appealing 
proofs of God’s love for man. The greatest events of 
history were enacted between Palm Sunday and Easter. 
Whole books have been written on the single events of 
Holy Week. What a rich field for study and meditation! 

But all these soul-stirring events find their burning center in the 

Death of Christ on Good Friday. Palm Sunday, with its noisy demon- 

stration of love and loyalty on the part of the people towards Christ, 

the Promised Messiah, and His bitter tears over the ill-fated city of 

Jerusalem and its blinded inhabitants, serves as a stirring introduction 

to the mighty drama of the Passion. It strikes the dominant chord in 

the conflict between human fickleness and depravity and Divine Mercy. 

Holy Thursday, with its touching commemoration of the events of 
the Last Supper: Christ’s washing of the disciples’ feet; His farewell 
address to His chosen ones; the astounding prophecy of the betrayal of 

Judas and the denial of Peter; the institution of the Blessed Eucharist 

and the ordination of the Apostles to the priesthood; the First Mass 

and the First Communion —all these appealing events of Maundy 

Thursday set our hearts aglow with the flame of Divine love. They 

prepare us for the ghastly scenes of Good Friday, when this same 

Divine Victim will actually fulfil His own words: “A greater love than 

this no man has, that he gives his life for his friend!” 

And what is Easter Sunday with its glorious Resurrection but the 
triumphant fruit of this sublime sacrifice! 





Jesus, Our Love, Is Crucified 


Let us then center our attention for a few moments on the Divine 
Victim of Calvary, bleeding to death for man’s redemption. In the 
first place, there is need for reflection and concentration on the message 
and meaning of Good Friday, because for many the Figure on the 
Cross has lost its appeal. The Crucified is merely a lifeless piece of 
art. We are so accustomed to the sight of a Crucifix (we have been 
gazing upon it from our childhood) that it means little or nothing to 
us. What a sad but true admission! 
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To remedy this deplorable condition, we must bestir ourselves, we 
must shake off the torpor of callous indifference, and, by prayerful 
meditation, try to make that Figure on the Cross live, so that instead of 
a cold, lifeless, artistic carving, we have before us the bleeding, torn 
Savior, writhing in agony, His soul plunged into the depths of desola- 
tion, but His great Heart beating in unconquerable love for man. It 
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The Divine Victim bleeding to death for man’s sins. 


was thus the saints participated in the drama of the Passion. They lost 
themselves in the vivid realization of SUFFERING LOVE. Like St. Francis 
of Assisi, they would kneel for hours before their Crucifix and exclaim: 
“O Love that is not loved! O Love that is not loved!” 

Let us take our station on Calvary on Good Friday noon and study 
at close range this spectacle of Divine Love and human ingratitude. 
The executioners have finished their gruesome work. They have brutally 
nailed the Divine Victim to the Cross. The Evangelists give us no 
description of this awful form of punishment, either because it was 
well known to the people of their time, or perhaps because they felt 
human words were incapable of adequately portraying the horror of 
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this form of barbarous punishment. They simply say, “They crucified 
Him!” But what did crucifixion really mean? What agony do these 
words imply? Let us try to visualize the scene. The soldiers first 
tear off the garments from Jesus’ bleeding Body, and thus cause Him 
unspeakable pain, renewing the agony of the scourging. They then 
throw Christ upon the Cross, and, as one of the executioners kneels on 
His arm, another drives a large iron nail through the Savior’s upturned 
hand, right through flesh and bone and quivering nerve, and into the 
hard wood. The Savior writhes in pain and moans aloud in this un- 
speakable torture. 

If already the pain of a needle driven through your finger would 
almost cause you to faint away in pain, what must have been the untold 
agony Jesus suffered when He was actually nailed hands and feet to 
the Cross? Oh, what a sight for angels and men! How venerable in 
His degradation! How adorable in His shame! — the Paschal Lamb 
prepared for sacrifice! 

The Cross is raised and the Divine Victim, suspended between 
heaven and earth, is bleeding to death for man’s sins! There the 
Savior hangs, nailed to the Cross, His entire Body painfully distended, 
every nerve on fire with pain, the thorns pushing their fiery fingers into 
His temples, tormented with indescribable thirst! Let us draw closer 
to that deathbed of the Savior of the world and contemplate this 
mystery of Love dying for the love of man. 

WHO is suffering? None other than God Himself in human 
form! It is Jesus, the God-man, the promised Messiah, the King of 
kings. WHY is He enduring this shameful, painful death? WHY does 
God voluntarily choose to submit to such an unspeakable outrage? Such 
suffering was not necessary for man’s redemption. Since Christ was 
a Divine Person every ‘act of His, no matter how small,— just one 
prayer, one tear, one drop of Blood— would have been sufficient 
to afford adequate satisfaction to Divine Justice for the sins of millions 
of worlds. No! We must look deeper to explain the awful sufferings 
of the Divine Son of God. The reason is that He wished thereby to 
teach us two very important lessons: the true meaning of sin, and the 
infinite love of God. 

The Mirror of Sin 


Gaze long and lovingly on that agonizing Victim of Calvary. There 
you see a vivid picture of sin, stripped of all its allurements, standing 
out against the dark sky as a lurid monster of iniquity. No doubt the 
words of the Patriarch Jacob, grieving over his lost son, Joseph, came 
back to Our Blessed Mother’s mind as she stood under the Cross on 
Good Friday, gazing upward with tear-stained eyes at her dying Son: 
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“A wild beast has done this!” Yes, the wild beast of sin was torturing 
and putting to death her Divine Son. 

Here in the mirror of Christ’s suffering Heart we see sin in all its 
ugliness! Here we see how sin has graven its revolting features upon 
the innocent Body of Christ; how pride has driven its cruel thorns into 
His tortured Head; how Just has torn and disfigured His immaculate 
Flesh; how man’s injustice has nailed those loving Hands and willing 
Feet to the hard wood; how man’s impious language and drunkenness 
is torturing Christ with an agonizing thirst so that He moans aloud: 
“SITIO —I THIRST!” We see how man’s ingratitude and rebellion 
have plunged the soul of Christ into the darkness of utter desolation, 
so that He cries aloud at the height of His agony: “MY GOD, MY 
GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?” 


What an awful monster sin must be! To atone for it, to pay the 
full penalty of man’s rebellion, to move man to sorrow and true repent- 
ance, and to open man’s eyes, blinded by passion and deceit, to the 
reality of sin, Jesus, the God-man, hangs on the Cross, bleeding to 
death for man’s redemption! 


Love Stronger Than Death 


But the Crucified not only shows us the terrible malice of sin; He 
also points out the immeasurable depths of God’s love. “HE LOVED 
ME AND DELIVERED HIMSELF FOR ME!” Once, speaking of 
Himself as the Good Shepherd, Christ had said: “The Good Shepherd 
gives His life for His sheep!” True to His own words, the Savior 
now hangs on the Cross that we may live. How precious our immortal 
souls must be, and how great the happiness of heaven must be, when 
the Savior, who knows the true value of things, gladly dies a most 
painful death to redeem us from death and to secure our eternal sal- 
vation! 

How does Jesus suffer? He suffers willingly, generously, persever- 
ingly and hopefully. He dies, not like a poor, exhausted criminal, 
but as a King. He exclaims with a loud, triumphant voice: “IT IS 
FINISHED!” And with eyes glowing with Divine Love, the Savior 
of the world utters His last evening prayer: “FATHER, INTO THY 
HANDS, I COMMEND MY SPIRIT!” And bowing His Head, He 
dies. The victory is won! 

During the remainder of Lent and especially during Holy Week, 
let us try really to grasp the true meaning of Christ’s Death, so that 
it may bear lasting fruit in our souls in the resurrected spiritual life 
that the Church wants us to live with the Risen Christ of Easter Sunday. 
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The Undying Memorial of Jesus’ Love 
oibetrethe 


REATER love than this no man has, that a man lay down his 
life for his friend.” It was Christ Himself who gave this 
definition of love to His disciples, and surely it was Christ 
who carried these words into action, dying in agony and 

dereliction on the Cross, that we, His friends and brothers, might live. 
But on Holy Thursday He gave us the sublimest of all proofs of undying 
affection, of a love that reached beyond time, a love that would be 
ours forever; for on Holy Thursday He gave us His very Flesh and 
Blood to be our food. 

“Sing to the Lord, for He has done great things!” cried the 
Prophet Isaias, and it was his desire that the whole world learn of the 
tender inventions used by God in order to win our love. Indeed, who 
would ever have thought — if He Himself had not done it — that the 
Incarnate Word would hide Himself under the appearance of bread in 
order to become our food! “Does it not seem folly,” asks St. Augus- 
tine, “to say: ‘Eat My Flesh; drink My Blood’?” 

When Our Lord revealed to His disciples the Sacrament He was 
about to leave them, they could not bring themselves to believe Him, 
and many of them departed, murmuring that this was too difficult a 
thing to believe. But that which man could neither conceive nor be- 
lieve, the great love of Jesus had thought of and accomplished. “Take 
ye and eat,” He said to His Apostles before His Passion. “Receive 
and eat,” He says to all. But what food shall that be, O Savior of the 
world, which You wish to give us before You die? “Take ye and eat; 
this is My Body. This is not earthly food; it is I Myself who give 
Myself entirely to you.” 

And with what desire does Jesus long to come into our souls in 
Holy Communion! “With desire have I desired to eat this Pasch with 
you before I suffer” (Luke 22:15). So He spoke on that night in which 
He instituted this Sacrament of Love. “With desire have I desired — 
these are words of most burning love —” as St. Laurence Justinian 
remarks. “Come, eat My Bread and drink the Wine that I have mingled 
for you,” He says again. He promises us paradise for this receiving 
of Him: “He that eats My Flesh has everlasting life. . . he that eats 
this Bread shall live forever” (John 6:55,59). He threatens us with 
hell if we will not receive Him: “Unless you eat the Flesh of the Son 
of Man you shall not have life in you” (John 6:54). These invitations, 
these promises, these threats, all proceed from the great desire He has 
to come to us in this Sacrament. 
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But why is it that Our Lord so desires that we receive Him in Holy 
Communion? Because, as St. Denis remarks: “Love always sighs after 
and tends to union”; and St. Thomas echoes him: “Lovers desire of 
two to become one person.” Friends who really love each other would 
like to be so united as to become one. Now this is what the infinite 
love of God for us has done: He would give Himself to us not only in 
the eternal kingdom, but even in this life, permitting us to possess 
Him in the most inti- 
mate union by giving us 
Himself, whole and en- 
tire, under the appear- 
ances of bread in this 
Sacrament. It is true, 
we do not see Him, but 
He sees us and is really 
present in order to make 
us desire Him; and as 
long as we have not 
reached our true coun- 
try, He desires to give 
Himself to us thus. 

Christ could not satisfy 
His love by giving Him- 
self to men in general 
by His Incarnation and 
Passion — He wished to 
find a way in which He 
might give Himself en- 
tirely to each one of us 
in particular. For this 
end He instituted the 
Sacrament of the Altar. 
“He that eats My Flesh. . . abides in Me, and I in him” (John 6:57). 

In Holy Communion Jesus unites Himself to the soul and the soul 
to Jesus, and this is not a union of mere affection, it is a true and real 
union. St. Francis de Sales says: “In no other action can the Divine 
Savior be considered more tender or more loving than in this, in which 
He annihilates Himself, so to say, and reduces Himself to food in order 
to penetrate our souls and unite Himself to the hearts of His faithful.” 
And St. John Chrysostom states: “He mingles Himself with us that we 
might become one thing, for this is the property of those who love 
ardently.” 








O Sacred Banquet in which Christ is received! 
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“It was Thy wish, in short,” writes St. Laurence Justinian, “O God, 
enamored of our souls, by means of this Sacrament, to make Thine 
own Heart one and the same with ours in an inseparable union!” 
St. Bernardine of Siena adds: “The gift of Jesus to us as our food was 
the last step of His love, since He gives Himself to us in order to unite 
Himself wholly to us, in the same way as food becomes united with him 
who partakes of it.” Oh, how delighted is Jesus Christ to be united to 
our souls! He said one day to His beloved servant, Margaret of Ypres, 
after Communion: “See, My daughter, the beautiful union that exists 
between Me and thee: come, then, love Me, and let us remain ever 
united in love and never separate again.” 


We must, then, realize that a soul can neither do nor think of doing 
anything which gives greater pleasure to Jesus than to receive Holy 
Communion frequently, with dispositions suitable to the Guest she wel- 
comes. But let it be noted that suitable, not worthy dispositions are re- 
quired; for if worthy dispositions were necessary, who could ever com- 
municate? Another God would alone be worthy to receive God. By 
suitable is meant dispositions becoming to poor creatures clothed in the 
flesh of Adam. Ordinarily speaking, it is sufficient if a person receives 
in a state of grace with a desire to grow in the love of God. As St. 
Francis de Sales wrote: “It is by love alone that we must receive Jesus 
Christ in Communion, since it is through love alone that He gives Him- 
self to us.” 

From Holy Communion, let us also realize, we can derive treasures 
obtainable nowhere else. The Eternal Father had made His Son the 
possessor of all His own heavenly treasures. “The Father has given all 
things into His hands” (John 13:3). Hence, when Jesus comes to a 
soul in Communion He brings with Him boundless treasures of grace, 
so that after Communion we can say, in the words of Scripture: “All 
good things come to me together with It” (Wis. 7:11). Theologians 
agree that the Sacrament of the Eucharist is far more powerful for the 
sanctification of souls than all the other spiritual means of grace. In 
the first place, as the Council of Trent teaches, Holy Communion is that 
great remedy which frees us from daily faults and preserves us from 
mortal sin; from “daily faults” because, according to St. Thomas, by 
means of this Sacrament a man is aroused to acts of love through which 
venial sins are forgiven; and from “mortal sin,” because Holy Com- 
munion increases grace which will preserve us from greater faults. 
Thus Pope Innocent III says that Jesus Christ delivered us from the 
power of sin by His Passion and from the power of sinning by the 
Holy Eucharist. 

This Sacrament, moreover, above all others, inflames our souls 
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with Divine love. God is love, and He is a fire which consumes all ig- 
noble affections in our hearts. He is a consuming fire who came upon 
earth to enkindle us with His own fire. What flames of love does not 
Jesus ignite in the hearts of those who receive Him devoutly! St. 
Catherine of Siena once saw the Sacred Host in a priest’s hands ap- 
pearing as a globe of fire, and was astonished that the hearts of all men 
were not burned by such a flame to very ashes. So brilliant were the 
rays issuing from the face of St. Rose of Lima after Communion that 
they dazzled the eyes of those who saw her. It is related that by merely 
visiting the churches where the Blessed Sacrament was kept, St. Wences- 
laus was inflamed with such ardor that his servant did not feel the cold 
when walking in the snow if he trod in the saint’s footsteps. And St. 
John Chrysostom says that the Most Holy Sacrament is a burning fire, 
so that when we leave the altar we breathe forth flames of love which 
make us objects of terror to the demons. 

Some may object that the reason they do not communicate oftener 
is that they feel no devotion, and find themselves cold in the love of 
God. The learned theologian, Gerson, replies to such an objection: 
“Do you, therefore, because you are cold, keep away from the fire? 
Rather, because you feel yourself to be cold should you the more fre- 
quently approach this Sacrament, if you really desire to love Jesus 
Christ.” St. Bonaventure says: “Although it be with lukewarmness, 
still should you receive, trusting in the mercy of God; for the more one 
feels himself sick, the greater need has he of a physician.” And St. 
Francis de Sales adds this testimony: “Two sorts of persons ought to 
go frequently to Communion: the perfect, in order to remain so; and 
the imperfect, in order to become perfect.” 

Surely, then, knowing the love of this Infinite Lover, realizing how 
He has exhausted every invention to make us love Him, it would be the 
sheerest folly not to accede to His ardent desire and receive Him often 
in Holy Communion, especially in the glad Eastertide when He will 
come to us radiant with the joy of the Resurrection. Sorry indeed will 
be our fate if we do not learn to love Jesus in this life. What remorse 
will be ours on entering eternity if we have not loved Him now! Let 
such ingratitude never be ours, but let us use the opportunities of 
Paschal time to receive Him with all the devotion and love of which 
our hearts are capable. Adapted from St. Alphonsus Liguori 





Spiritual Vitamin for March 


O Lord, I give Thee thanks that Thou didst die upon the 
Cross for my sins! (300 days’ ind.) 
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St. Joseph — Brightest Star in the Firmament 
of the Saints 


a ee Sere 





HE opinion that St. Joseph is the greatest of the saints 
after Our Lady is one which is becoming daily more 
commonly held in the Church. “We do not hesitate to 
look on the humble carpenter as higher in grace and 
eternal glory than the patriarchs and the greatest of the 
prophets — than St. John the Baptist, the Apostles, the 

martyrs and the great doctors of the Church.” Thus writes Father 

Garrigou-Lagrange, O. P., an outstanding theologian of our own day. 

Among the renowned persons who have upheld this teaching in the 
course of the centuries are the illustrious theologian Gerson, Saint 
Bernardine of Siena, St. Teresa of Avila, the Dominican Isidore de 
Isolanis, St. Francis de Sales, Suarez, St. Bernard, St. Alphonsus 
Liguori, Cardinal Lepicier, Pope Leo XIII and other recent spiritual 
writers. In his encyclical Quamquam pluries, proclaiming St. Joseph 
patron of the Universal Church, Pope Leo wrote as follows: “The dig- 
nity of the Mother of God is so elevated that there can be no higher 
created one. But since St. Joseph was united to the Blessed Virgin by 
the conjugal bond, there is no doubt that he approached nearer than 
any other to that super-eminent dignity of hers by which the Mother of 
God surpasses all created natures. Conjugal union is the greatest of all; 
by its very nature it is accompanied by a reciprocal communication of 
the goods of the spouses. If then God gave St. Joseph to Mary to be her 
spouse, He certainly did not give him merely as a companion in life, 
as a witness of her virginity, a guardian of her honor, but He made 
him also participate by the conjugal bond in the eminent dignity which 
was hers.” 

There are many who would give St. John the Baptist the first place 
in honor because of the words of Our Lord declaring that there was 
none born of woman greater than John the Baptist. These words, how- 
ever, if taken in their strictest sense, would imply that St. John was as 
great and holy as the Mother of Jesus, and even of our Divine Lord 
Himself, for both were born of women. St. Jerome and many other 
Fathers of the Church hold that the comparison made by Our Lord was 
between St. John and the saints of the Old Law only. Jesus was exalt- 
ing John the Baptist above all other Prophets because his office was of 
a higher order, and moreover, He added: “Yet the least in the Kingdom 


1°? 


of heaven is greater than he!” (Matt. 11:11.) In the same way, the 
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office of St. Joseph was of a still higher order than that of the Baptist 
and of the Prophets and Apostles, for their missions were of the order 
of grace, while the mission of St. Joseph bears on the hypostatic order, 
because of his participation in the mystery of the Incarnation. St. 
Joseph was the virginal father of Jesus; he exercised in His regard the 
fulness of paternal care and solicitude, and enjoyed the most intimate 
communion with Him for a long period of years in the close and tender 
relationship of father and son. 

The dignity of any saint may be estimated from the designs of God 
in his regard, from his relations with the Divinity, and from the place 
he is destined to fulfil in the plan of man’s Redemption. The essence 
of the dignity of the Blessed Virgin consists in her intimate relation 
with the Savior of the world expressed in the one title, Mother of God. 
“It is this awful title,” writes Cardinal Newman “which both illustrates 
and connects together the two prerogatives of Mary — her sanctity and 
her greatness.” Is it surprising, then, that St. Joseph should be con- 
sidered next in dignity to the Mother of God, having been chosen by 
God Himself to take His own place on earth as the father of Jesus, who 
Himself is True God? Because St. Joseph’s heavenly mission was of 
such a high order, because his relation with the Redeemer of the world 
was more close and intimate than that of any other, and because he 
played a more important part in the plan of man’s Redemption, need 
we hesitate to affirm that St. Joseph is exalted in dignity and sanctity 
above any saint of the Old or New Testament? 

Let us first try to conceive and realize the exalted dignity of St. 
Joseph as “husband of Mary,” to which we have already referred in 
quoting Pope Leo XIII. The Blessed Virgin by the title of “Mother of 
God” is exalted unspeakably above all beings created or ever to be 
created by Almighty God. St. Joseph, by the Divine decree, was chosen 
to be the spouse of the Blessed Virgin, and, therefore, in a certain 
sense he shares in her glories and dignities, and, as the husband is the 
head of the wife, St. Joseph was, in that sense, the head of the Blessed 
Virgin. The saints have written eloquent passages on this thought. 
St. Leonard of Port-Maurice says, “The Evangelists say very little of 
the virtues and life of St. Joseph, but when they call him spouse of Mary 
of whom was born Jesus, they give him the most glorious title possible; 
for he was nearest in every way to Mary, the purest creature ever made 
by Almighty God.” 

St. John Damascene exclaims: “Husband of Mary! Ineffable ex- 
pression, which leaves nought to say!” Suarez says, “Husband of 
Mary! This, therefore, was his first great prerogative.” Gerson, the 
great panegyrist of St. Joseph, spoke the following words at the Council 
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of Constance: “Let me here exclaim, O Joseph, how wonderful is thy 
sublimity! Oh, incomparable dignity, that the Mother of God, the 
Queen of Heaven, the Mistress of the world, should not disdain, O great 
St. Joseph, to call thee lord. Truly, I know not which is more admir- 
able — the humility of Mary, or the dignity of St. Joseph!” 

Though the dignity of St. Joseph as husband of Mary is great and 
exalted, yet far greater still and transcendently more exalted is his 
dignity derived from his intimate relationship with Jesus, the Savior 
of the world. We may have noticed that the Evangelists trace the gene- 
ology of Our Lord not through the Virgin Mother but through Saint 
Joseph, as head of the house and family. Thus they elevate St. Joseph 
to a high pinnacle of dignity, sanctity and glory. But the most in- 
structive measure of St. Joseph’s dignity and sanctity is the fact that 
he was styled and passed among men as the father of Jesus, the Re- 
deemer of mankind. St. Bernard speaks thus of this title: “The nature 
and dignities of St. Joseph are summed up in the title wherewith God 
honored him, in such a way that all styled him and believed him to be 
the father of Jesus.” 

The dignity of St. Joseph ascends higher and higher still, and be- 
comes, so to speak, lost to our view the more we meditate on his mis- 
sion and on his relation to Jesus. St. Joseph was appointed by God 
to be the guardian and protector of the Infant Redeemer. After the 
Blessed Virgin, he was the first on earth to adore and pay homage to 
the Incarnate Son of God. St. Joseph ministered to His wants even 
before He was born by his care and attention to His Blessed Mother. 
During the Divine Infancy, the hands of St. Joseph were privileged to 
supply the wants and comforts of Jesus and Mary. When danger and 
death hovered around the cradle of the Infant Savior, St. Joseph was 
chosen by God to be His guardian and deliverer. From the Nativity 
of Jesus to the death of St. Joseph what countless times did he move 
and live in the Divine Presence of the Incarnate Son of God! How 
often did he carry Him in his arms, pillow Him on his breast, and re- 
ceive from Him the tenderest marks of affection! These privileges 
were granted to no other saint. The Gospel tells us more: Jesus 
“obeyed and was subject” to St. Joseph. After Mary’s, no relationship 
with Jesus could be more intimate than was that of St. Joseph. Hence, 
after the Immaculate Mother of God, the dignity and sanctity of St. 
Joseph is higher and more exalted than that of any other saint of the 
Old or New Testament. 

We must conclude, therefore, that in sanctity as well as in dignity, 
St. Joseph excels all God’s saints and is next to the Blessed Mother her- 
self. God gives grace and dignity to His saints to fulfil the office and 
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rank which His Divine Providence destines for them. The nearer a 
soul is destined to approach God, and the more intimately and largely 
it enters into the scheme of Redemption, the greater is its dignity, and 
the greater, too, is its sanctity, which is in a like proportion. In this 
principle, enunciated by St. Thomas, the greatest of theologians, we 
have the reason and source of the sanctity, privileges and choicest 
graces showered by God in all the plenitude of their abundance upon 
the soul of St. Joseph. Jesus, Infinite Sanctity, could have allowed no 
man to be the spouse of His Immaculate Mother, to be His own guard- 
ian and protector, to be a member of the Holy Family, to be called 
and even deemed His father, but the purest, the most holy, the most 
perfect man that God ever created or ever will create. Hence, the sanc- 
tity of St. Joseph has no parallel, and it is second only to that of the 
Immaculate Mother of God. The eloquent and holy Father Segneri 
wrote: “We boldly affirm, no man on this earth was ever holier than 
St. Joseph.” 

The Church demonstrates her exalted opinion of St. Joseph by the 
veneration she pays to him. Besides two solemn feasts in his honor, 
she dedicates the whole month of March to him as protector and de- 
fender of the Universal Church. In the prayer a cunctis, his name 
follows immediately after that of Mary. His Mass has a proper Preface, 
and his Litany is one of the five officially approved by the Church. 
The invocations of this Litany set forth his super-eminent dignity: 
“Illustrious Descendant of David, Light of the Patriarchs, Spouse of 
the Mother of God, Guardian of her Virginity, Foster Father of the 
Son of God, Vigilant Defender of Christ, Head of the Holy Family; 
Joseph, most just, most chaste, most prudent, most strong, most obe- 
dient, most faithful; Mirror of patience, Guardian of virgins, Terror of 
demons, Protector of Holy Church.” All these point to the fact that he 
is the greatest saint after Mary. 

How tender, therefore, ought to be our devotion to St. Joseph! If 
in the past we have not fostered toward him a special devotion, let us 
begin this month frequently to ask Jesus for the grace of a fervent 
devotion to His virginal father, and to beg of Mary Immaculate the 
grace of a tender love for her spouse, and let us, during our whole life, 
show St. Joseph special veneration, frequently invoking his assistance 
and daily begging him to obtain for us a holy death. 





Our JOSEPH card, size 24% x3% inches, attractively printed in 
color, will serve as a splendid reminder to call often upon this great 
saint. One may gain an indulgence of 300 days by the simple invoca- 
tion of his name, as the card explains. 50¢ per 100. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Calvary and Purgatory 


&T is customary to mark the graves of those who die on 
the battlefields with a simple cross. This symbol is, 
indeed, to be found in every Catholic cemetery. But 
what does it mean — this cross over the dead? In 
truth, to many it is a mere sign,—a sign, so very hazy, 
of a Redemption whose value they little appreciate. 
To Catholics it is a symbol of that close bond between 
devotion to Christ Crucified and devotion to the faith- 
ful departed. It is a witness to the fact that in faith 
and in practice, Calvary and purgatory are associated 
by the Catholic mind in a peculiarly intimate manner. 





All through His ministry on earth, Our Savior had pointed out 
man’s duty. As He hung on the Cross on Calvary, He was especially 
concerned with man’s eternal destiny. He looked to heaven, and, lo! at 
His prayer its closed door was already swinging open. Through that 
portal a great multitude of souls would enter. He gazed with troubled 
eyes to the depths of hell. Well did He know that the very sight of the 
God-man suffering on the Cross would sound a saving warning and 
keep many a soul from the dread judgment of its eternal, raging fire. 
But gazing down the centuries of time, He saw that many souls would 
go down to death with sorrow so weak and love so feeble, that their 
hearts would not yet be worthy of heaven. No matter that their Father 
yearned lovingly over those souls; no matter that they longed to rest in 
His embrace; while stain defiled or debt encumbered them, those souls 
must remain debarred from heaven. The time for them to merit was 
past! But if His Justice could not welcome them home, His Mercy 
could not reject them forever. So He formed a Divine plan: He would 
yield them up to temporary exile. He would have them sink for awhile 
into the stain-effacing fires of purgatory. To such souls — and who will 
number them — and to their region of pain, the power of His Passion 
would extend. By such a sentence, it is true, He would put them out 
of the reach of His own helping hand, as a mother who, passionately 
loving a child, but faced with the necessity of punishing it, locks it up 
in a room and gives the key to a friend. But He would keep the master- 
key to the prison of purgatory — the merits of His Passion. 


The cross over the grave thus declares that the satisfying Sacrifice 
of Christ, the Son of God, is the hope of the dead as well as of the 
living. 
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As marvelous almost as the reach of His Passion’s power is the 
generosity and wisdom of God in placing it in the hands of mortal 
man. He has given to men the distribution of His infinite merits. This 
is so mighty a fact that the Church, in the same breath in which she 
states the doctrine of purgatory, adds also the means of assisting the 
departed: “There is a purgatory, and the souls therein detained are 
helped by the suffrages of the faithful, but especially by the acceptable 
Sacrifice of the Altar.” 


Priests in Purgatory 


Purgatory, we may well believe, is a field white with a harvest of 
souls for God’s glory. And we may believe, too, that it is a field white 
with a harvest of the souls of priests who were so often the instruments 
by which the merits of the Passion were applied to the souls of the 
living and to the souls of the departed. It is easy for the faithful to 
believe that most priests, through their holy life and God’s grace, 
through the sacraments and countless Masses offered, through prayers 
and good works they have performed, through the indulgences they 
have gained, merit to go directly to heaven, or at least to have a com- 
paratively short purgatory. But all priests do not necessarily go to 
heaven, and some, unfortunately, may even lose their souls and be ex- 
cluded even from heaven’s vestibule, purgatory; for, sad as it is to say, 
there are still Judases among the chosen disciples of Our Lord. 

It must be kept in mind that the greater graces a soul receives, the 
more severe will be God’s judgment if they are misused or not faith- 
fully co-operated with. Moreover, priests are as human as the rest of 
men, and subject to similar human weaknesses; hence, a priest may 
be guilty of many transgressions, omissions and negligences in his 
duties and so die with a considerable debt of temporal punishment. He 
who in the sacrament of Extreme Unction asks God to forgive others 
the sins committed through their eyes, ears, nostrils, mouth, hands and 
feet may have himself sinned many times through these senses. 

Too many deceased priests are sadly forgotten after a short time 
by the laity and perhaps even by their fellow priests. The gratitude 
of many ©’ us for the countless services rendered to us in our spiritual, 
and it may be also in our temporal necessities, is far too short-lived. 
We may well think, therefore, of the priests in purgatory — especially 
of those we may have known, those of our diocese, the most neglected, 
those with the greatest debt to pay. Let us not forget these special 
friends of Christ’s, who, in spite of the fact that they are priests of 
God, are detained in a place of final purification. We can help them. 
We should help them. And let us resolve: We will help them! 





ce a 
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St. Benedict, Lover and Model of Chastity 


Meqest: 
oO oes) come 


g AE, AINT BENEDICT in his Holy Rule, as the sixty-third Instru- 
b} ment of Good Works, bids his followers “To love chastity!” 
There is abundant proof both in his life and in his Holy 
Rule that this virtue was most dear to the saint. To es- 
cape the dangers and allurements of the world, as a youth 
in his teens, he fled from Rome and sought a place of re- 
tirement where he could live alone with God. He betook 
himself to a cavern, now known as the “Holy Grotto,” in the mountain 
region about Subiaco. Here he remained three years, devoting himself 
to prayer and penance, and known only to a holy hermit who supplied 
him with food retrenched from his own meagre meals. Yet even in 
this solitude, Benedict did not escape temptations of the flesh. His 
biographer, St. Gregory, tells us that one day he experienced a greater 
temptation than he had ever known before. The evil spirit brought 
before his mind the image of a young woman whom he had formerly 
known, which caused the soul of Benedict to become so inflamed with 
the fire of lust that he could scarcely contain himself. Almost over- 
come by the temptation, he was thinking seriously of abandoning his 
solitude. Then, suddenly touched by Divine grace, he returned to him- 
self, and seeing nearby a thicket of nettles and briars, he threw off his 
clothing and cast himself into the thorns, where he rolled about for a 
long time. When he came out, his whole body was torn and blistered, 
but he had completely cured the wound of his mind in thus wounding 
his body and turning pleasure into pain. Though he now smarted all 
over from the hot stings of the nettles and briars, he had put out the un- 
lawful fire that had burned within him, and had conquered forever the 
vice of impurity. From that time forward, as he himself afterwards 
told his disciples, he never again experienced temptations of this kind. 

The various instructions of St. Benedict in his Holy Rule with 
regard to chastity show his concern for this holy virtue. He reveals 
himself as a master, teaching the art of dispelling temptations against 
the most baneful vice of impurity, which corrupts the heart and destroys 
soul and body. In the Prologue, St. Benedict bids us ask the Lord who 
shall dwell in His holy tabernacle (heaven), and immediately he makes 
answer in the words of the Psalmist: “He who walketh without blemish 
and worketh justice... who bringeth the malicious demon to naught 
that tempteth him, by rejecting him with his temptations and immediate- 
ly taketh his evil suggestions and dasheth them against the Rock, 
Christ.” 
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Among the seventy-two Instruments of Good Works proposed to 
his disciples, we find these: “To deny ourselves in order to follow 
Christ.” — “To chastise the body.” — “Not to seek after pleasures.” — 
“To love fasting.” —“Not to be a great eater.” Spiritual writers 
unanimously teach that mortification and self-denial are among the main 
weapons in the warfare for chastity. Again, St. Benedict instructs us 
“To watch over our actions at every hour.” To maintain a perfect 
chastity, eternal vigilance is necessary at all times in guarding our 
senses, lest they lead us into evil. 

The fiftieth Instrument repeats the admonition of the Prologue: 
“To dash against Christ the evil thoughts the instant they rise in our 
heart.” And the fifty-first continues: “And to disclose them to our 
spiritual father.” In the warfare against impurity, there can be no 
parrying with temptation. Flight is the surest means of safety. Humble 
confession and the revealing of one’s temptations to the confessor is 
also a most potent weapon against the snares of the devil. But even 
if we should fall, there is still hope, for no matter what may be our 
guilt, it can be forgiven if we are truly repentant, and therefore St. 
Benedict bids us, in the seventy-second Instrument, “Never to despair 
of God’s mercy!” In the chapter on Good Zeal, St. Benedict once more 
teaches his children “to cherish one another with chaste love.” 

Chastity is a virtue which is beset with many temptations. It is a 
treasure which must be safeguarded by every possible means. How 
greatly this virtue was loved by Jesus is seen in His choice of an Im- 
maculate Virgin Mother and a stainless foster father, as also by His 
special love for St. John, the virgin-disciple. It is further shown in the 
great reward He promises to chaste souls: “Blessed are the clean of 
heart, for they shall see God.” 

In the Book of Wisdom this virtue is extolled with the highest 
praise. “Oh, how beautiful is the chaste generation with glory! For 
the memory thereof is immortal; because it is known both with God 
and with man!” Virginal souls are often compared to angels, for no 
virtue renders men so like to angels as chastity, by the help of which 
they live in bodies as if they knew no sting of the flesh. 

Christian soul, have the highest esteem for the virtue of chastity! 
Love it the more as the opposite vice is so hideous in the sight of God. 
and so fearfully punished by Him. Chastity renders the soul like to 
God, but the vice of impurity draws away from Him and sinks men to 
the level of beasts. God has always punished the sin of impurity most 
severely. Recall the fearful chastisement of this vice at the time of the 
deluge, and in the rain of brimstone which buried Sodom and Gomor- 
rah. A still greater punishment awaits the slaves of this vice in the 
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abyss of hell if they do not repent while yet there is time to do so. 

In your difficulties, implore the help of St. Benedict. Imitate his 
zeal in guarding this beautiful virtue with the utmost care and con- 
scientiousness. Wear his medal, which is specially blessed to dispel the 
attacks of the evil spirit. Many bear witness to being delivered from 
violent temptations when they had recourse to it. Faith in the power 
of the Cross and in the intercession of St. Benedict has brought abun- 
dant graces and strength, hope and consolation to many a troubled 
soul. The peculiar power of St. Benedict’s medal over the evil spirit 
has obtained for it the name of the “devil-chasing medal.” The devout 
wearing of this sacramental, together with a fervent devotion to St. 
Benedict, is more than ever timely. Every hour, books, pamphlets, 
magazines, newspapers, billboards, advertisements, the movies, tele- 
vision, set before the eyes of the Christian suggestive and indecent 
scenes, which often give rise to sinful thoughts and impulses. More 
than ever at this time there is need to purify our hearts by the Sign of 
the Cross and to throw far from us these poisonous shafts which the 
world offers. Let us then wear the medal of St. Benedict, with its 
powerful Cross, and ask him whose life was so blameless and whose 
end so happy to assist us during life and obtain for us a happy death. 


St. Gabriel, Archangel 


Feast, March 24. 


ARCH brings us on successive days two feasts honor- 
ing the principal characters in the revelation of the 
mystery of Our Lord’s Incarnation. On the twenty- 
fourth of the month the Church honors the Archangel 
Gabriel, the heavenly messenger who announced to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary that God had chosen her to be- 

2 come the Mother of the Second Divine Person made 
man. The feast of the Annunciation on the following day honors both 
Mary in her Motherhood and Our Lord in His conception. 

Though Gabriel is styled an “Archangel,” we are not to under- 
stand thereby that he belongs to the choir of Archangels, for this title 
is common to all the angels who are highest in eminence among the 
princes of heaven, just as the name “angel” is applied indifferently to 
all the blessed spirits to whatever order they belong. St. Gabriel is 
believed to be one of the highest of the Seraphim, second perhaps to 
St. Michael. It is he whom God chose to negotiate the mystery of the 
Incarnation, and those who believe Our Lady had a special angel- 
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guardian consider this glorious prince to have been entrusted with this 
sublime office. Even in the opinion of those Doctors of the Church who 
think that the Mother of God had no angel-guardian, but was attended 
by troops of ministering angels, St. Gabriel is regarded as one of the 
chiefs of these blessed bands. 

We know that the Archangel Gabriel acted as God’s messenger on 
several important missions, as revealed in the Bible. He is first men- 
tioned in the Book of Daniel (9:21), when he announced to the Prophet 
the length of time which must still elapse before the coming of the 
Messiah. Gabriel also carried the news to Zachary that he was to be- 
come the father of John the Baptist. When Zachary doubted what he 
heard, the angel added: “I am Gabriel, who stand in the presence of 
God; and I have been sent to speak to thee and to bring thee this good 
news” (Luke 1:19). Thirdly, as already mentioned, Gabriel was God’s 
ambassador to the Blessed Virgin at Nazareth. “The angel Gabriel 
was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a Virgin 
bethrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David, and the 
Virgin’s name was Mary. . . And the angel said to her: ‘Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for thou hast found grace with God. And behold, thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb and shalt bring forth a Son; and thou shalt 
call His Name Jesus!’” (Luke 1:26-38.) 

It is fitting that the feast of the Archangel Gabriel should be closely 
joined to the celebration of the mystery of the Incarnation which he 
proclaimed — the feast of the Annunciation, March 25. This commem- 
oration takes its name from Gabriel’s mission to “announce” to Mary 
that she was to be the Mother of God. 

It is commonly accepted that the “angel of the Lord” who appeared 
to Joseph in a dream and revealed to him that the Child conceived by 
Mary was of the Holy Ghost, was also Gabriel. Again, it was probably 
he who appeared to the simple shepherds of the field bringing the good 
news of the birth of the Savior. There is little doubt but that it was 
again Gabriel who warned St. Joseph to flee to Egypt with the Divine 
Child lest He fall into the wicked snare of Herod, and later, after 
Herod’s death, summoned him to return to his native land. Finally, 
since Gabriel had had such intimate connection with the significant 
events in the life of Our Lord, many think that he was the angel who 
came from heaven to strengthen Jesus in His Agony in the garden. 
This opinion is rendered all the more likely by the fact that the mean- 
ing of his name — Gabriel — is “Strength of God.” 

Gabriel’s special role in the Annunciation and in the life of Jesus 
and of Mary gives him a title along with the Archangels Michael and 
Raphael to our particular devotion. It is his prerogative to instil into 
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souls a tender love for the Immaculate Mother of God and for the 
Holy Spirit. The heart of a true Catholic must often dwell with affec- 
tion on this great Angel. Because he was employed by God as a mes- 
senger in so many important missions, he has been lately proclaimed 
by Holy Church the patron of postal employees, as well as of radio, 
television and such means of communication. 


Prayer honoring the angels and invoking their intercession is po- 
tent at all times. But particularly is it important now to implore these 
heavenly patrons whom God has sent to man in ages past to protect and 
help him, to assist suffering humanity and obtain that the Justice of 
God may be appeased. May they plead with the Incarnate Son of God, 
who became Man and died to save all of us to show forth His love and 
mercy and once more bring concord and peace to the hearts of men. 
Then, St. Gabriel and the host of angels who accompanied him to earth 
nearly two thousand years ago to announce to the shepherds the birth 
of Jesus may again sing joyously, “Peace on earth to men of good will!” 





Help Promote Christ’s Reign in Souls! 


*7) HAT can we do greater here below than promote Christ’s reign 
within souls? What work is worth so much as that? It is the 
whole work of Jesus and of the Church. That is why we are anxious 
to increase the number of subscribers to TABERNACLE AND PUR- 
GATORY, and why we ask the help of our readers in reaching out to 
those who do not know about this magazine dedicated to fostering the 
reign of Jesus in the hearts of men and leading them to a more fer- 
vent love of God and devotedness in the practice of their Faith. 


During March, we are again offering ONE Scheyern Cross as a 
special Premium for each NEW subscription sent to us. This little 
cross is a metal replica of a relic of the True Cross kept in the Bene- 
dictine Monastery of Scheyern, Germany. It has been touched to the 
relic, and blessed with the Apostolic indulgences. A leaflet accom- 
panies each cross, giving a full explanation of the indulgences and pro- 
viding suitable prayers. Striking favors and cures have been ob- 
tained by many through the pious veneration of these crosses. When 
sending in gift subscriptions, kindly mention whether you desire the 
cross sent to you or to the new subscriber. 


For each renewal subscription, a relic-picture of Blessed Pius X, 
in colors, will be given. 


Subscriptions, $1.00 a year in the United States. Other countries, 
including Canada, $1.25. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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HE first Easter day was a day of incomparable triumph for 
Christ and a day of unbounded hope for all mankind. It 
brought a message that will never die, the message of the 
living, glorified Christ, who in the splendor of His immortal life stood 

above the empty tomb as the Conqueror of sin and death, as the true 

Redeemer of the world. That scene of celestial brightness again rises 
before our vision, and joyously we hear the words spoken by the angel 
to the women at the grave, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for He has risen even 

as He said” (Matt. 28:5). 

That blessed day marked the fulfilment of all the prophecies con- 
cerning Christ, and placed the seal of Divine truth upon His mission and 
upon all His teachings and works. It was a day which illumined the 
world with a new resplendent light. At once men’s hearts turned to 
the true and living God in faith, love and worship; power was given to 
prayer in the name of the Risen Savior; and in the hearts of men who 
believed, there was implanted the firm hope of a future resurrection, 
the hope that they would live forever with Christ, “the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep.” 

“He is risen as He said!” The first great lesson Easter proclaims 
is the Divinity of Christ and of His Church. On several occasions, Jesus 
had foretold that after being put to death and buried, He would rise 
again (Matt. 20:19; Mark 9:8; John 2:19-21). History records that 
“He was crucified, died and was buried,” and that He came forth alive 
from the grave. No historical fact is better authenticated, and that 
proves Christ’s Divinity, and therefore also the Divinity of the Church 
He established; it assures the dependability of His promises; and 
hence, the Divine protection assured to His Church throughout all ages. 
That protection is most clearly seen in history, for despite hundreds 
of years of persecution and every effort to exterminate it, the Church 
lives on, stronger and greater than ever before in history. 

St. Paul teaches that in Christ’s Resurrection our own resurrection 
is pledged; and that Divine Resurrection is the unshakeable rock on 
which our faith is based. He writes: “Knowing that He who raised 
up Jesus will raise us up with Jesus” (2 Cor. 4:14); and in another 
place, “If Christ be not risen from the dead, vain is our preaching, 
vain is your faith” (1 Cor. 15:14). Then with triumphant voice he 
cries: “But Christ Has risen from the dead!” 
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Alleluia! Alleluia: Alleluia! 


Another lesson which Easter teaches is that by bearing our crosses and 
trials in the spirit of Jesus suffering His Passion, we shall merit for ourselves 
a similar glory. Abbot Prosper Gueranger, 0.S.B., develops this thought as 
follows: “The glorious Resurrection of our Jesus eloquently teaches us how 
to look upon the crosses sent us by God. However great may be our future 
trials, we are not likely to be nailed to a cross, between two thieves. It is 
what the Son of God had to undergo; but did the sufferings of the Friday 
mar the kingly splendor of the Sunday’s triumph? Nay, is not His present 
glory redoubled by His humiliations? 
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“Therefore, let us not be cowards when our time for sacrifice 
comes; let us think of the eternal reward that is to follow. The two 
disciples (on the way to Emmaus) did not know that it was Jesus who 
was speaking to them; and yet He no sooner explained to them the 
plan of God’s wisdom and goodness, than they understood the mystery 
of suffering. Their hearts burned within them at hearing Him explain 
how the cross leads to the crown; and had He not held their eyes that 
they should not know Him, they would have discovered from His 
words that their instructor was Jesus. So will it be with us, if we allow 
Him to speak to us. We shall understand how ‘the disciple is not 
above the Master’ (Matt. 10:24). Let us, this Easter, delight in gazing 
at the resplendent glory of our risen Lord, and we shall exclaim with 
the Apostle: No! ‘the sufferings of this time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory to come, that shall be revealed in us’ (Rom. 8:18).” 

Throughout the whole Easter season the liturgy emphasizes a final 
lesson which Easter puts before us, namely, that having risen with 
Jesus from sin, we must live henceforth a truly Christian life, a life of 
holiness, daily increasing in Divine grace. “If you have risen together 
with Christ, seek the things that are above. . . not the things that are on 
earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ, your life, shall appear, then you, too, will appear with 
Him in glory” (Col. 3:14). We have buried the “old man” in our 
Easter confession, and to testify that we have truly risen, we must re- 
turn no more to the old habits of sin and infidelity. Christ, henceforth, 
must be our All: our Redeemer, our Lover, our Teacher, our Model, our 
Hope, our Happiness. We will follow Him! We will walk with Him! 
We will live with Him! We will cling to Him and never let Him go! 


Easter Greetings 


May the risen Prince of Peace 
Grant these gifts to you — 
Faith -- in Heaven’s guidance, 


Hope -- that’s deep and true, 
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Courage -- when the road is hard, 
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Theer -- to light your way, 
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find His strong abiding Love 
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T WAS the 28th of March, 1878. The little group 
of Sisters, Novices and Postulants gathered in 
one of the rooms of the small convent waited with 
eager expectation for their Mother Prioress to 
read them the letter she held in her hands. There 
had been long and anxious watching for this letter 
and many a silent prayer had gone, up that God 
might hear and grant their plea, for surely it was 
one that would touch His Heart. Gravely Mother 
Mary Anselma began: “Dear Sisters, we have 

received an answer from our superior in Switzerland, Rt. Rev. Abbot 

Anselm, to the letter we sent him in February.” Then, a joyous smile 

lighting her face, she continued: “He grants us permission for the 

unceasing adoration of Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament!” 

God had, indeed, heard the petition of the pioneer Benedictine 
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration in Missouri — the pioneers of our own 
beloved Congregation; and from that 28th day of March, 1878, to the 
present, the Sisters have devoted themselves to the uninterrupted adora- 
tion of the God of Love in the Blessed Sacrament. That has meant — 
though, of course, the figures are only approximate — a total of some 
657,500 hours of official adoration offered at our Motherhouse in Clyde. 
At our first branchhouse, founded at Mundelein, Illinois,* in 1928. 
there have been approximately 219,000 hours; in Tucson, Arizona, the 
second daughterhouse, started in 1935, some 150,000 hours, and in 
the Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit, begun in Kansas City, Missouri, in 
1943, approximately 80,000 hours of unceasing adoration. Thus, from 
the beginning of the perpetual adoration of Jesu Hostia in their tiny 
convent on Missouri’s western plains, the Sisters of our Congregation 
have offered him a total of some 1,106,500 hours of loving, constant, 
prayerful vigil. This figure, however, could be doubled or even trebled, 
for it includes only one Sister adoring at each hour, whereas at the 
Motherhouse in Clyde, and at the Mundelein convent, two Sisters keep 
constant vigil throughout each day, while on Sundays and feast days 
four adorers kneel before the King of heaven exposed on His golden 
throne, and at night, three Sisters keep the hourly vigil. Nor does this 





, *June this year will mark the silver jubilee of this Sanctuary 
dedicated to Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. 
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figure take into account the thousands of additional hours of prayer 
spent before the Most Blessed Sacrament by the Sisters not assigned ofh- 
cial hours of adoration, and by priests, religious and lay adorers who 
come in great numbers to our Benedictine Sanctuaries to pay their 
loving homage to our Eucharistic Lord. 

In the early morning hours, this stream of unceasing prayer is 
blended with the Adorable Sacrifice of the Mass each day, and several 
times a day with the Divine Office, in which the entire community 
participates in each of our sanctuaries. 


However, interesting though statistics may be, they are but a life- 
less presentation of a hidden spiritual apostolate that reaches from 
earth to heaven and envelops the entire world in a loving embrace of 
prayer, thanksgiving, reparation and petition for God’s mercy and 
blessing upon “all men, of all times, of all countries.” Only the angels, 
who are the bearers of the prayers of men to the throne of God, can 
measure its influence and fruitfulness for the kingdom of heaven. 

In this work of adoration, beloved and blessed by God, there have 
been many hours and times when the maintenance of the perpetual 
adoration required generous sacrifice and self-surrender; but through 
His grace it has been continued for seventy-five years without a break. 

Thirty-three years ago, on September 29, 1920, the priceless privi- 
lege of perpetual Exposition was extended to the Motherhouse at Clyde. 
This privilege has been granted also to each branchhouse in turn from 
the day of its formal opening — representing, in the case of Mundelein, 
a period of twenty-five years; of Tucson, eighteen years, and of Kansas 
City, ten years. 

Seeking the glory of God in all things, according to the Benedictine 
motto, the Sisters see in this work of Perpetual Adoration their chief 
means of giving to God that glory which is His due. Engaged, not in 
the service of humanity for the love of God, but in the direct service 
of God Himself, they strive to sanctify themselves and at the same 
time win His grace for and draw His blessings upon all souls. The 
flame of the love of God burning in the heart of the true adorer 
leaps the higher because of the twin flame of zeal for souls which burns 
beside it. The fruitfulness of such a vocation can be seen from the fact 
that St. Teresa, living in her Carmelite cell, is credited with saving as 
many souls as the great missionary and apostle, St. Francis Xavier; 
while the Little Flower, who never left her cloister, has been named 
Patroness of the Missions. Yes, from His sacramental throne, Jesus. 
the “Fountain of Eternal Life,” invigorates and refreshes not only those 
who kneel at His feet, but gives also abundant graces to souls through-. 
out the whole world. 

















Kneeling at the feet of His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, during a private audience 
granted on the occasion of her attendance at the Congress for Superiors General of 
Religious Women held in Rome last September, the Prioress General of our Congrega- 
tion, Reverend Mother Mary Carmelita Quinn, offered to him as our gift to the Church 
the seventy-five years of unbroken Adoration kept at our Motherhouse at Clyde, Mo. 
This photo was taken just at the moment the Holy Father was expressing his gratitude 
for this singular gift, and giving assurance of his appreciation of these many years of 
unceasing prayer, for, he said, it is above all upon PRAYER that he relies in these 
difficult times to win superabundant graces from God for himself, for the Church and 
for the whole world. 





A Sister of Perpetual Adoration kneeling before Her Eucharistic 
Lord during the still hours of the night, while the stars keep their own 
silent vigil overhead, experiences a deep and true’joy that she cannot 
explain to those who have not tasted this profound peace; the same is 
true of the adorer who gazes lovingly on her Divine Lord and Master 
during the busy hours of the day when the noise of the turbulent world 
seems only to emphasize the silence and tranquility of the Sanctuary. 
Desiring ardently to share her happiness with others, she implores 
Him to draw other souls to swell the ranks of His adorers who sit like 
Mary at His feet and hear only His voice. For she knows that the Per- 
petual Adoration is a gesture of deepest gratitude, of intensest devo- 
tion on the part of a soul who realizes the infinite goodness, the infinite 
desirability of Him who has chosen us and wishes to abide with us per- 
petually in the Sacrament of His surpassing Love. 





Postulants in Adoration in the Sanctuary of the 
MMotherhouse at Clyde, Missouri. 


Young ladies (preferably beteween 16 and 28) who feel an attraction to the 


vocation of Perpetual Adoration are cordially invited to correspond with: 


Reverend Mother Mary Carmelita, O.S.B., Prioress General, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Little Lovers’ League 


wOeOede 


#|—R EAR Little Lovers, have you ever, while reading about 
“4 Our Lord’s Passion and Death, said to yourself as you 
put down the book before going to bed, that if you had 
¢ lived in Palestine when Jesus was preaching and work- 
%4 ing miracles in the villages and cities round about, you 
; would not have been as indifferent as were most of the 

sesSs9@ Jews? that you would have followed after Him, like 
St. ide and St Andrew? that you would have gone with Him even to 
Calvary and would have been one of the faithful ones beside the Cross? 

Then, perhaps the very next morning, when you were called a 
little early to go to Holy Mass, you thought to yourself: “Oh, well, this 
isn’t Sunday and I do not really have to go. Jane does not go every 
day, nor Peter, nor Jimmy.” So you just went back to sleep. 

But, you see, Holy Mass is Calvary over again. It is true, Jesus 
cannot suffer now, so the Sacrifice of Mass is not a bloody one, but it 
is a real Sacrifice, the mystical re-happening of the death of Jesus on the 
Cross. Mass is your daily chance to prove your love for Jesus; to tell 
Him that you believe, though you cannot see with your bodily eyes. 
That is what faith is: believing without seeing. Remember, Jesus told 
St. Thomas: “Blessed are they who have not seen and have believed.” 

Every morning in Holy Mass Jesus offers Himself again to the 
Heavenly Father for us. If we use the eyes of faith, instead of our 
“everyday” eyes, we can see Jesus at the moment of the Consecration 
saying as He did at the Last Supper: “This is My Body. . . This is My 
Blood.” Then in Holy Communion He comes to us so eagerly, with 
a Heart full of love just for us. Why, the love we take with us from the 
Communion rail can fill and change our whole day if we let it! But 
how sad it is that so many do not seem to care at all and just go on 
leading their ordinary lives, without letting Jesus into their hearts to 
bring His joy to them. Perhaps this little story, imagined by a great 
convert, will make this clearer to you: — 





It is early morning as a mysterious Figure in long dark robes 
arrives at a little country village. In many of the poor cottages, the 
workers are getting ready for the day. Few of them bother to raise 
their hearts to God in prayer, but go on dully, thinking of the work that 
lies before them. The parish priest rings the church bell for Holy 
Mass in vain; not even an altar boy arrives. The Sacrifice of the King 
of heaven is going to take place again without a single one of the 
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village people caring at all. A certain villager, who says he does not 
believe in God, even curses at the sound of the bell. Outside a cock 
begins to crow, as one did long years ago when Peter denied Our Lord. 

The mysterious Man in the beggar’s dress, His hair and beard 
streaked with dust, His feet leaving behind traces of blood, begins to 
knock at every door. Taking from the bag which hangs at His waist a 
little round white wafer, He says to the one who comes to the door: 
“I give you My Body and My Blood; give Me your heart in return.” 
In many places the door is simply shut again without an answer. Here, 
an ugly villager strikes the strange Beggar; there, some children, excited 
by His odd appearance, scream and run away. The man who does 
not believe in God throws a sharp stick at Him which cuts His forehead. 

The Traveler does not show anger, but a sad look spreads over 
His face. Having reached the churchyard, He turns toward the main 
entrance, and stretching out His hands, says these marvelous words: 
“This is My Body.” Inside, at that moment, the priest consecrates the 
host, and angel voices begin praising the all-holy God. The Beggar 
turns away and goes toward a hill which rises near the village. On 
the top of this hill is an old wayside cross. The Man who was refused 
everywhere removes His robe, and great wounds show on His back, as 
if He had been whipped not long ago. He extends His arms along the 
cross and there is a sound of invisible hammers, and nails seem to thrust 
themselves into His hands and feet and fix Him to the cross. A woman, 
not seen before, remains near the cross, an expression of agony in her 
eyes. A man and another woman with golden hair join her beside the 
cross, but others who pass by show only indifference. Some shake 
their fists at the Figure on the cross and some laugh and mock at Him. 
Only the little group standing near Him seem to be trying to make 
some return to Him for His great love. 

Of course you know by now, dear Little Lovers, who the Stranger 
was and who were the faithful ones at the foot of the Cross. And you 
can imagine, too, the grief that filled the Heart of the Crucified One 
because of the people’s coldness and neglect. During Lent, will you be 
among the faithful ones at the foot of the Cross, trying to make a return 
of love to Jesus for all the love He has shown you? There is no better 
way than by going to Holy Mass, for that is Jesus’ own offering of love; 
it is Love in action. 

PRACTICE: From now until Easter try to get as many of your 


friends as you can to join you in going to Holy Mass and receiving 
Holy Communion daily, if possible, or at least several times a week. 


ASPIRATION: We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee, be- 
cause by Thy holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the world. 
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A Reminder! 
We hope you are all busy on our Contest words and drawings. 
Remember they must be here by the feast of the great St. Patrick, 
March 17. Don’t forget your name, age and address. 


St. Gregory the Great 
(Feast, March 12) 


HE three men resting in the cool meadow had been driven from 
the broad highway by the fierce heat of the Italian midday sun. 
It was pleasant there after the hasty, tiresome journey from Rome, but 
the leader of the trio was obviously in a hurry. He kept glancing back 
over his shoulder at the dusty road and urging his companions to be 
on the way again. At length they got up to go on, when suddenly a 
cloud of dust rose from a bend in the road and a group of horsemen 
galloped up to them. There was no escape, so the three waited in 
silence. The first of the horsemen knelt before their leader; holding 
out a letter bearing the papal seal, he said: “It is no use, Gregory, 
you must come back to us. Rome needs you and it is the Pope’s desire. 
He commands you to return with us.”’ 

And that is how the man whom we know as St. Gregory the Great, 
Pope and Doctor of the Church, returned to the Eternal City, which he 
was later to rule as its Supreme Bishop. Born of a wealthy family in 
the year 540, Gregory grew up in troubled times. The ancient, power- 
ful Roman Empire was falling; wild tribes from the east and north 
were marching into it, destroying and laying waste as they came. The 
Roman people themselves, so long used to peace and comfort, were 
too weak now to resist them. The Catholic Church alone resisted, and 
it was to the Popes that the people now turned for help. 

Well educated and clever, Gregory was made governor of Rome 
when he was only thirty-four, and had to wear the splendid silk and 
jewelled robes of the senators, though in his heart he wanted to live a 
simpler life among his books and studies. When his father died, 
leaving him an immense fortune, he decided to renounce the world for 
good; with his money he built several monasteries and churches and 
turned his own house into a monastery. Then, with several com- 
panions, he became a Benedictine monk and continued to live in his 
own house, leading a very strict life of prayer and study. 

One day while walking through the market place, amid all the 
noise of buying and selling, Gregory came upon a group of young men 
who were being sold as slaves. They were tall and well built, with 
blue eyes, fair complexion, and blonde hair, so that, as Gregory said 
to his companion-monk, they looked like angels. ‘‘Who are these men 
and where do they come from?’’ he asked the slave-dealer. ‘‘They are 
from Britain, sir, and are called Angles.”’ ‘‘No,’”’ smiled Gregory, “‘not 
Angles, but angels!’’ He had them set free and discovered that their 
country, Great Britain, was still pagan and that no one had yet 
preached the Catholic Faith in the land. Immediately he resolved that 
a people of such outward beauty must also have beauty of soul, and 
going to the Pope, he offered to lead a band of missionaries to England 
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to convert the nation. His Holiness did not wish to lose so valuable a 
man as Gregory, yet he knew the Faith must be brought to these pagans 
too, so he allowed Gregory to set out, as we have seen. However, when 
the Roman people heard that their former governor was going across 
the sea to a strange country, they would not hear of it and had begged 
the Pope to command him to return. But Gregory did not forget the 
English. Later on, he himself became Pope and sent the great monk 
and missionary, St. Augustine of Canterbury to convert that nation. 

Back in Rome, Gregory continued to live as best he could the 
simple, hard life of a monk, despite the fact that the Pope made him 
secretary and occasionally sent him on diplomatic missions of great 
importance to Greece and other countries. In the year 590, a terrible 
plague broke out in Rome, and Gregory went about the city, comfort- 
ing and caring for the people, entirely ignoring the danger to himself. 
Pope Pelagius was one of the first victims of this plague, and to 
Gregory’s dismay he was chosen to follow him as Pope and Bishop of 
Rome. His humility made him think himself utterly unworthy of such 
a great honor and responsibility, and he pleaded with the bishops to 
choose another. When they refused, Gregory fled into the hills and 
hid himself in a cave, but God allowed him to be found out and he was 
forced to return to Rome and become the Supreme Pontiff. Despite 
the Papal robes, however, he was always a monk at heart and signed 
his letters and documents, ‘‘The servant of the servants of God,’ a 
custom which the Popes retain to this day. 

Since he believed that it was a shepherd’s first duty to preach to 
and take care of his flock, Gregory wrote many beautiful sermons, 
which won for him the title of “Doctor of the Church.’’ These are 
in simple language, but filled with heartfelt and warm love of God 
and men. There is an old legend which says that as he wrote his ser- 
mons on the Gospels, a dove was seen hovering over his head and 
whispering in his ear. This dove people believed to signify the 
presence of the Holy Ghost, inspiring him as he wrote. Gregory was 
also responsible for collecting and rewriting much of the music used in 
the singing of the Mass and the Divine Office, and even today we speak 
of a particular form of music used in the Church as “Gregorian chant.” 

It was his charity to the poor and suffering which made Gregory 
specially beloved by the people. Out of his own money he provided 
food and clothing for them. He himself used to go about the streets, 
looking for those in need and distributing alms to them. At his own 
table he often entertained the poor, calling the older men among them 
his “‘fathers.”” In times of war and distress, he ordered the sacred 
golden vessels to be sold and the money used to buy back the captives, 
and he kept the cruel Lombard invaders out of Rome by paying them 
great sums of money from his personal fortune. 

Worn out by the intense bodily pain he had suffered from his 
earliest years in the monastery, where he had at first fasted too much 
and too long, and by his great labors for the good of the Church and 
of souls, Gregory died on March 12, in the year 604, and was buried 
in front of the Sacristy of St. Peter’s Basilica. Let us ask this great 
Pope and great monk to obtain for us a great love for God and for His 
Church, that we may work for Him in peace and charity. 














of good reading for you. 


Go to Joseph — A favorite little booklet which will inspire you with 
great confidence in good St. Joseph, including a fine selection of prayers. 


Devotions to St. Joseph — Prayers and devotions in honor of St. 
Joseph for every occasion and need — novena prayers, prayers for urgent 
intentions, Litany and Proper of his Votive Mass. 


St. Benedict, Beloved of God — An account of the miracle-filled life 
of the famous ‘“‘peace-maker’”’ of Monte Cassino, the founder of the Bene- 
dictine Order, whose feast we keep on March 21. 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted — Always timely 
and appropriate —a gift that will prove your sympathy and concern, and 
will be much appreciated by those suffering or otherwise afflicted. 


Conformity to the Will of God — Valuable for Catholic and non- 
Catholic alike, as it treats of the peace resulting from a confident trust in 
God’s love and plans for us. 


The Goodness of Our Savior — ‘My child, give Me your heart!” 
cries Our Savior. Treating of the mercy and love of God to which we can 
always turn with boundless confidence in every need of soul and body, this 
booklet is one you will want to read again and again. 


More Precious than Diamonds — Grace is far more precious than 
the costliest diamond. This booklet explains its value and shows how to 
win and keep this treasure. 


Do You Know the Church? — Offers clear, convincing proof that 
the Catholic Church alone can justly claim to be the Church founded by 
Christ; gives some enlightening points on Tradition as a source of faith 
and doctrine, together with the Bible. Will greatly help inquiring non- 
Catholics too. 


Rays of Catholic Truth — 4A short, practical explanation of some of 


the basic doctrines of the Catholic Faith that will enable you to realize its 
appeal to all ages and all men. 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for all the Feasts of Mary 
— Just what you need for the beautiful feast of the Annunciation — selec- 
tions from the inspired Office of the Church in Mary’s honor. With this 
booklet on hand you are prepared to celebrate each of the grace-bringing 
feasts of Our Lady. 20¢. 


Each booklet 10¢, unless otherwise marked. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Make the read- 1 


ing in your home | 
the building kind, (| 
not the sort that 
tears down and i‘ 
destroys. As Cath- - 
olic parents, keep pets . 
yeurcitrnem’ — LOY the Home Library. 
yourselves sup- 
plied with read- 
ing material that inspires true Christian ideals, fosters a real knowledge of 
the Faith and builds firm, upright characters. The specially selected book- 
lets offered below are ideal for this purpose and a refreshing contrast to the 
sickly, degenerate influence of the so-called “popular” magazines and comic- 
books. 

The Treasures of the Mass -- A complete explanation of the prayers, 
ceremonies and mysteries of the Mass in simple language that will make you 


appreciate more than ever the great Treasure which is ours in the daily 
Sacrifice of Christ. 128 pages, 50¢. 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home — The family is 
the very source of life. Make the Sacred Heart of Jesus reign in your 
family. Marvelous have been the results of His coming to the home as King. 
This booklet fully explains the purpose and beneficial effects of the Enthrone- 
ment, gives the complete ceremony and instructions regarding it. 10¢. 


Why Not Make Your Home Ideal? -—— Model your family life on 
that of the Holy Family at Nazareth. This booklet is a help to sanctify 
home-life and an aid in child training. 10¢. 


The Rosary, My Treasure — Since the Family Rosary has become 
the favorite devotion of many, read this booklet to learn more of its treas- 
ures of grace and the fruits of praying it devoutly. 10¢. 

Boy Heroes - Appealing sketches of the lives of two boy “saints’’ 
of our day. A favorite of boys and girls. 10¢. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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